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Indeed, the same kind of work was vigorously
pushed in all the counties. The charge was
made that money was used among purchasable
voters, who were instructed to keep on appar-
ently in the Weaver ranks. A Bloomfield paper
stated that there were men in that city with
plenty of money after the election who were not
kitown to have money before.231

The campaign was "one of the most notable
. . . . ever made in Iowa." There were
joint discussions in every county and people
turned out in large numbers. The main issues
were the Mills Bill and the question of free
trade. "At Newton, Iowa, the speakers stood
under the court-house portico with a vast
throng in front of them. The Sackville-West
affair had just occurred, in which the British
minister had written a letter advising all nat-
uralized Englishmen to vote the Democratic
ticket. Mr. Lacey of course made good use of
this incident. G-eneral "Weaver closed the de-
bate that day, and just as he was nearing the
last part of his very eloquent and beautiful
peroration two birds fluttered down in front of
him from the portico above and hung balanced
in the air a few feet in front of his breast. They
fluttered playfully against each other and re-
mained in the same position for perhaps thirty
seconds. The General caught the inspiration
of the situation and throwing up his hands to-